An E-book
Primer for
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e What are e-books?

e How can I read e-books?

e How can I create e-books?

*  What should I consider when using e-books for
English instruction?

What are e-books?

E-books are books that exist in an electronic format
rather than on the printed page. E-book files may
be read on a computer, phone, or dedicated e-book
reader. Some e-book files may only be opened on
specific devices, while others can be opened almost
anywhere.

How do e-books differ from print books?
Because e-books consist of computer files, they
behave more similarly to software than to normal
books. Some e-books use DRM (digital rights man-
agement) to restrict use of the e-book to a single de-
vice. Other e-books can be freely copied and moved
from device to device. E-books can be downloaded,
deleted, and stored on a hard drive. Files can also be-
come corrupted, get lost when a device crashes, and
become unreadable when software vendors change
formats.

How can | read an e-book?

E-books are often designed to be read on a dedicated
e-book reader, but they can also be read on com-
puters and some phones. Dedicated e-book readers
usually use a technology called E Ink that resembles
natural ink. E Ink is designed to lessen eyes train and
work well bright light, as they don’t get washed out

Various devices on which e-books can be read

by external light. Examples of readers that use E Ink
are the Amazon Kindle, the Sony Reader, and the
Barnes and Noble Nook. Computers and phones, on
the other hand, use a standard illuminated screen. II-
luminated screens work in the dark and in poor light
conditions but can cause eye strain and are difficult

to read in bright light.

The Sony Reader Daily Edition uses E Ink technology

E-books can be downloaded from a number of places
online, including Project Gutenberg, Fictionwise,
eBooks.com, and various websites associated with
particular e-book readers (such as the Kindle Store
and the Sony Reader Store). After you buy an e-book,
you need to get it onto an e-book reader or other
device in order to read it. Computers, phones, and
some dedicated readers use internet connections to
download the e-book directly onto the device. Some
e-book readers, however, require that you download
the e-book to a computer first, then transfer it via
cable to the reader.

The format of an e-book determines which devices
you can use to read it. Some formats (like .pdf and
.txt) can be read on almost any device. Other formats
(such as .azw) can only be read on a specific devices
(in the case of .azw, only on the Amazon Kindle).
Note that many of the “open” formats can still be
restricted to single devices, however. If you buy an
.epub book from Barnes and Noble, it won't play in a
Sony Reader because Barnes and Noble adds its own
custom DRM on top of the open .epub format.



Various e-book readers and their preferred formars

E-book reader | Store sells | Can also read
Audible files
Amazon .mobi
Kindle 2 and | .azw .prc
Kindle DX .pdf
.t
.doc
Sony Reader .pdf
Daily Edition ‘epub aotf
.t
Barnes and b .pdb
Noble Nook | P pdf
Amazon Kindle
Apple iPad .epub formats via Kin-
dle application
[
“

The Apple iPad is not a decidated e-book reader, but

it can be used to read e-boks

How can | create an e-book?

In many cases, a normal document can be opened
on an e-book reader without any special process.
For instance, .txt and .doc files can be read on
many e-book readers without the need to convert
them to another format. If you want your layout
to stay fixed, saving a file as a .pdf will keep the
page layout static but still allow it to work on most
devices.

What are some benefits of e-books?

Title availability. Because e-books don’t require
printing runs, they can be used for books with
limited audiences or that would otherwise be out
of print.

Cost. E-books are generally priced lower than
print books and can change price depending on
market demand.

Portability and size. Because e-books consist of a
computer file, many thousands of complete books
can be stored on a single e-book reader and taken
from place to place. If an e-book has a standard
format and isn’t tied down with DRM, it can eas-
ily be transmitted over large distances via email or
other electronic means.

What are some drawbacks of e-books?

Incompatibility. Because many e-books use pro-
prietary formats, they can only be used on specific
e-book readers. This means that if you want to
switch from an Amazon Kindle to a Sony e-reader,
youd have to rebuy all your books in the new
format. If you distribute an e-book to a class, not
all students will be able to open it unless it uses an
open format.

Copy protection. Many e-book stores sell e-books
with DRM protection. This means that a book is
tied to a particular user--you can't sell the book to
someone else or even loan it. Even if e-books are
nominally cheaper than print books, the inability
to resell them can make their net cost higher.

Layout and formatting. Because e-books are tied
to the screen resolution of an e-book reader, sizes
and resolutions may be changed between the print
version and the e-book version. If done poorly, the
conversion can result in e-books that are illegible
or difficult to read.

Products mentioned
Product For more information
Amazon www.amazon.com/gp/product/
Eﬂ: 2and | B0015T963C refsv_kinh_0
]S)o;_ill);rll{iedai(tiie:n ebookstore.sony.com/reader
Barnes and www.barnesandnoble.com/
Noble Nook | nook
Apple iPad www.apple.com/ipad
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